
“History tells us that being successful is often more of a 
marathon than a sprint. By partnering with Barclaycard you 

can be sure that, not only are your payments being taken 
care of, but that we’ll help you over any bumps on your road 

to success.”

Sharon Manikon, Director of Customer Solutions, 
Barclaycard

It wasn’t always 
magic in Disney’s 
kingdom. An early 
animation company 
went bankrupt, but 
then Walt moved to 
Hollywood and a 
little mouse called 
Mickey came along…

Walt DisneyJames Dyson

James Dyson went 
through 5,126 failed 

prototypes of his 
most famous 
invention, but 

cleaned up with the 
next one.

Struck gold with his 
third car company.

Left (then re-joined) the
company he founded.

Told guitar groups
were on the way out.
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“Failure is an option here.
If things are not failing, you 
are not innovating enough.”

Elon Musk,
founder of Tesla and SpaceX

Bill Gates’ first company – 
Traf-O-Data – was a failure. 
Yep, even with a name like 
that. But out of the ashes 
Microsoft was born, and 
Gates went on to become 
the world’s richest person.

Bill Gates

Jeff Bezos - Amazon founder and CEO

"I knew that if I failed I wouldn’t regret that, but 
I knew the one thing I might regret is not ever having tried."

Thomas Edison

If your light bulb 
moment has yet to 
come, don’t worry. 
It reportedly took 
Thomas Edison 
thousands of 
attempts before 
he invented a 
successful one.

If you’re still 
searching for the 
magic formula, take 
heart from JK 
Rowling. She saw 
Harry Potter rejected 
numerous times 
before securing a 
publishing deal.

JK Rowling

Starting a business is hard, and maintaining success 
can be even harder. But stay strong. History is littered 
with examples of people who didn’t succeed at first. 
Take a look at some of those who needed more than 
one bite at the cherry.

Why successful 
entrepreneurs don’t quit


